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From Our President Richard N4BUA  
 

I get a lot of email.  Most of it goes right to the trash can, but occasionally I will 

get something that is interesting.  A recent email listed some things that are disap-

pearing from our culture; things that we may never see again. Things that topped the list were items like the 

8 track tape player, manual typewriters, dial telephones, and skate keys.  I am sure we can all come up with 

our own list of things that are becoming rare and may not be seen again soon.  One item on the list was 

Ham Radio.  I am sure that if we each would think about it we would say that we are not really surprised to 

find Ham Radio on the list.  If we were to look around our own club meetings we would notice that we are 

as a group turning gray, well not the ladies, but we men are getting to be a little long in the tooth.  It would 

seem that we are not doing too good of a job of attracting the younger set to our hobby.  It is easy to under-

stand why that is happening.  Communications technology is advancing at a breath taking pace.  3G (3rd 

generation) technology is in the marketplace with 4G just over the horizon.  Access to these technologies is 

readily available and relatively cheap and doesn’t require that added task of having to study and pass a test 

to use.   

How will Ham Radio complete with these new technologies and attract youth to our hobby?   

Well, the answer is easy.  Ham Radio cannot compete and I think that we should not try to make it com-

pete.  It is my opinion that we must make the uniqueness of Ham Radio the drawing card.  Community 

Service, Emergency Communications, Experimenting, Contesting, the thrill of grabbing that rare DX are 

the things that keep all of us interested in the hobby and we can use these same things to attract others into 

the hobby.  Each of us knows a young person who would make a great ham, but just needs to be lead in the 

right direction.  I would challenge each of us to become an Elmer to a young person you know.  Show them 

what makes you a ham and what keeps you interested in the hobby. 

 The Florida QSO Party took place on April 25th and 26th.  Poor band conditions and QRM held 

the score to last years level, but we expect to be in the running for the Top Club again this year.   Thanks 

for a great job to all who participated.  The contest crew also took on the task of tagging the SPARC equip-

ment stored it in the Red Cross’ garage in preparation for the garage sale conducted by the Red Cross.   

 Field Day is upon us before we know it.  June 27th and 28th are the dates to mark on your calendar.  

We expect to be at Bay Pines again this year.  Start you preparations now and beat the last minute panic. 

 

73, Richard, N4BUA 

SPARC President 

GAP Years 

75 
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Possible Upcoming Contests/Events 
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Contest/Operating Event Corner                 

GAP 

CQWW WPX CW CONTEST     May 30—31 

ANARTS WW RTTY      June 13-14 

KIDS DAY SSB       June 20 

SPARC Contest Log as of 04/26/09 

 

 

April, 2009: Florida QSO Party 

Call sign: W4GAC 

Class: Florida Multiple Operator, Single Transmitter, Club Station 

Claimed Score: 309,518 (CW QSOs = 480; SSB QSOs = 319; Multipliers = xxx) 

Operators: N1XX, KP2N, N2ESP, WB2SUN, K4OB, KG4PMC, KI4RVU, KR4U, 
N4GD, N4RI, W4CU, W4NHQ, WA4EEZ, AG5I, 

Comments: Operating/Logging Software –Writelog 

Rig: Yaesu FT-920 ; 

Antennas: Tennadyne Log Periodic at 50 Feet; 80/40M Dipole; 40M Verti-
cal 

February, 2009: North American QSO Party - RTTY 

Call sign: W4GAC 

Class: Multiple Operator 

Claimed Score: 831 QSOs and 144 multipliers for a total of 119,664 points 

Operators: KP2N, N2ESP, VE3XD, KR4U, N4RI, W4CU,WA4EEZ 

Comments: Total operating time 12 Hours out of 12. 

Operating/Logging Software – Writelog 

Rigs: Yaesu FT-920 at 100W; 15M & 40M station 

Yaesu FT-920; at 100W; 20M & 80M station 

Antennas: Tennadyne Log Periodic at 50 Feet; 80/40M Dipole; 40/80M 
Vertical; 15M half square. 

April, 2009: Florida QSO Party 

Call sign: W4GAC 

Class: Florida Multiple Operator, Single Transmitter, Club Station 

Claimed Score: 309,518 (CW QSOs = 480; SSB QSOs = 319; Multipliers = xxx) 

Operators: N1XX, KP2N, N2ESP, WB2SUN, K4OB, KG4PMC, KI4RVU, KR4U, 
N4GD, N4RI, W4CU, W4NHQ, WA4EEZ, AG5I, 

Comments: Operating/Logging Software –Writelog 

Rig: Yaesu FT-920 ; 

Antennas: Tennadyne Log Periodic at 50 Feet; 80/40M Dipole; 40M Verti-
cal 
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Ham Shack  of  ???????????? 

Florida QSO Party  April 2009 

Photo’s taken by N2ESP & N4GD 

FIELD DAY PRIMER 

This could have featured your shack! 

Send us a picture and a few words about 

yourself and your shack. 

  Next month on June 27/28 is the annual ARRL field day event. Our SPARC group is awaiting final 

confirmation on the Bay Pines location we have been so fortunate to have for several years. At this time 

we are planning to have at least 4 stations operational for the entire 24 hours. A possible 5th position 

is under consideration based on current band/mode conditions. Antennas this year will be similar to 

last years setup, at least 3 verticals and an all band inverted v supported by an aluminum tower donated 

by Blackie, W4TA. This tower will be easily assembled on site and will reduce our setup time. The call 

used will again be W4TA from "Blackie". 

  I would like to encourage all SPARC members to come out, bring friends, and operate. This is a real 

fun event and seasoned operators are always willing to sit with you and get you started. During the Flor-

ida QSO Party last weekend C Michael, KG4PMC and Tom, KI4RVU operated for the first time in a 

contest and really enjoyed themselves. I will have final details put together for the June meeting. We 

are working hard to make this one of the most enjoyable events of the year for SPARC. 

  73 de Dave KR4U 

We are on the Web! 

www.sparc-club.org 



Chester Tailgate  7AM till ...when everyone leaves 

2009  

     May 9  (Open) 

 

July 11 SPARC                    September 12  Wormhole           November 7 CARS 

 

Chester Electronic Supply 

311 Missouri Ave.  N.   Largo, FL 33770  Ph 727-585-4736 

SPARC  Purpose: 
 1. To further and promote the social 
benefits and technical advancement of 
the radio arts. 

  2. To acquire, organize, establish and 
maintain facilities for social and 
emergency communication, both mobile 
and stationary. 

 3. To assist and cooperate with 
authorized agencies in any emergency of 
local, state or national scope. 

 4. To further fellowship among radio 

amateurs, potential radio amateurs and 

other parties interested in amateur 

radio. 

SPARC Meetings 

Page 6 GAP 

Specialty                      Name                     Call                  Contact Information 

Digital, CW, and Antennas Dave Trewin  KR4U   trewins@aol.com 

PSK    Wendy Kincaid  KB1AF   kb1af@yahoo.com 

RTTY, Repeaters   Ron Hall  KP2N   kp2n@arrl.net 

HF, 10-10   Leslie Johnson  WA4EEZ  wa4eez@verizon.net 

ELMERS 

First Friday every month, 7:30 pm  

and 

*Testing : Third Tuesday every month 6:30 pm 

at the Red Cross Bldg, 

818 Fourth Street North 

St. Petersburg 

Some Members meet for Breakfast 

Every Saturday, 7:oo am 

At the  

Biff Burger 49th St. & 38th Ave. N.  St. Pete 

 

*contact  Connie K4TBZ at 727-528-0071 

Upcoming Events 
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Could be your friends... 
 

 

Welcome New SPARC Members 

Help Wanted 

 

NET CONTROL OPERATOR FOR SPARC NIGHTLY NET 

 

PREREQUSITES 

SPARC  member (paid in full) 

Valid Amateur Radio License 

Reliable 2-Meter Radio 

 

OPPORTUNITY TO ADVANCE TO NET MANAGER 

 

CURRENT OPENING 

Thursday Evenings  6:30PM  

 

CONTACT 

Pete  e-mail <wb2sun@tampabay.rr.com> 

 

We are on the Web! 

www.sparc-club.org 



Club Officers for 2009 

President   Richard Stephens N4BUA Net Manager  Pete Secrist WB2SUN 

 president@sparc-club.org  netmanager@sparc-club.org 

    

Vice President   Pete Peterson  KB9LXM  Club Station Trustee David Trewin KR4U 

 vice-president@sparc-club.org  trustee@sparc-club.org 

    

Secretary   Bob Entwistle N1XX  Web Master Dee Turner N4GD 

 secretary@sparc-club.org  webmaster@sparc-club.org 

    

Treasurer Ron Hall KP2N Newsletter Editors   Veronika Trewin KC4YAW 

 treasurer@sparc-club.org  David Trewin KR4U 

   newsletter@sparc-club.org 

Repeater Trustee Ron Hall KP2N Past President Leslie Johnson WA4EEZ 

 trustee@sparc-club.org  pastpresident@sparc-club.org 

 Board Members  

Frederick Luneburg KF4FCW  boardmember1@sparc-club.org Bill Zulas WZ4GW  boardmember2@sparc-club.org 

Susan Dillon KD4FEZ   

     

boardmember3@sparc-club.org  

 

    

Photos from April Meeting by KB9LXM — Program by N1GY 
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